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WINDOWS 95
by Val Steed, CPA, MAcc
Val Steed is a CEO of K2 Enterprises and owner of Steed Consulting in Centerville, Utah. He is also a member
of the AICPA Information Technology Executive Committee. In this Alert, he discusses highlights of the recently
released Microsoft Windows 95.

With the release of Windows 95 last month, users will be wondering whether or not to upgrade their sys
tems to Windows 95. Our team of instructors and consultants at K2 Enterprises have been testing
Windows 95 for over a year. The early beta versions of Windows 95 were typically very good with a single
machine but not very compatible on a network. That was a year ago. The latest beta version of Windows
95 that we received before the final release went to press, was build 490. Our team has now tested build
490 on about 20 to 30 different computers. Do not judge Windows 95 from the Final Beta. The Final
Beta was not a final beta and there have been numerous changes since the “Final Beta” including the
latest, build 490.
At K2 Enterprises, we all agree that in our opinion ‘Windows 95 is the most stable, powerful, and pro
ductive version of Windows you can buy on the market today, period.” We also concur with the August
article in the Journal of Accountancy, “Update on Windows” relating to Windows 95 and the handling of
system resources. Our findings to date are as follow:
Speed

Windows 95 is faster than Windows 3.1 or Windows for Workgroups (WFW) 3.11 on the same hardware
in most scenarios.
Network Support

Very good. While not perfect yet, it is much better than any version of Windows to date. In fact, you
now have only one log-in screen for all network support. This works even when you have the peer-topeer network active, and log-in to a Novell server. The only thing you must do is load long filename
support to Novell networks, as Windows 95 now allows users to have long filenames. Windows NT
already supports long filenames.

Another note for Novell networks is that the NetWare Directory Services (NDS) is not directly sup
ported at this time but is emulated. Users report that the NDS emulation is working well but they would
prefer to have real direct support for NDS which will come sometime this fall.
Elimination of DOS Multi-Boot Configurations

Because of Windows 95 hardware plug and play control, you will now be able to completely get rid of
your DOS multi-boot configurations. Windows 95 will see which hardware you have attached to your sys
tem and will only load the drivers necessary for the hardware you are currently using. In fact, Windows
95 will also save information about those hardware devices and you will not have to reconfigure for
them each time you hook them up. Windows 95 will keep the information in your configuration. You
can have numerous “hardware profiles.”
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Additional Hardware Requirements

You must have a 32-bit processor such as a full 386, or any 486 and higher processors. It is a pleasure to
tell you that every machine tested ran quicker with the same hardware configuration than with prior
versions of Windows. Finally, a software upgrade that does not really require more hardware.
More RAM?

While not really required, you will want more room for Windows 95 to do its magic caching. Windows
95 breaks the old DOS memory barriers and even handles systems resources very well. (See the August
Journal ofAccountancy article on Windows 95.)
Plug and Play

The plug and play device control is excellent. The only thing that may irritate you is that Windows 95
may need to see the original system diskettes or CD-ROM again to load the proper drivers for hardware
that it does not understand.
Learning Curve

If you are good with Windows now, you will find that it will take you about a day to become fairly profi
cient with Windows 95. The biggest hurdle you will face will be the change from using File Manager to
Explorer. A tip, you can still run File Manager under Windows 95 if you prefer. Explorer is actually a
very powerful product and we recommend you spend the time to get proficient with Explorer.
Overall

Windows 95 is the most stable version of Windows you can get your hands on to date. It is not version
one of Windows as many so-called experts are saying. In fact, it is now about version 4.0 or 5.0.
Microsoft readily admits that much of the core code for Windows 95 was already tested and refined in
Windows for Workgroups.
Our Advice:

Test Your Software and Get Into Windows 95 As Soon As You Can.
Network Systems

If you have a network or more than one computer in your business:

Put Windows 95 on one computer as soon as possible. Test out all your critical applications. The sooner
you are running on Windows 95 the better you life will be!
No Network

If you are a single user, one computer:
See if you can find out from Microsoft or someone else whether all your critical applications will run
under Windows 95 or not. You may want to load Windows 95 in the safe option, side by side with your
current Windows and try all your software first.
Current Windows and DOS Applications

So far we have found that all of our Windows applications work great with Windows 95 with the excep
tion of Dynamics for Great Plains, and Screen Cam from Lotus Development. And we have found that
almost all DOS accounting and many of the DOS tax products work very well with Windows 95.

Opinions in this Alert are those of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Institute or the
Information Technology Section.
Editor’s Note: There are several cautions you should bear in mind regarding Windows 95:

1.

Some backup programs, depending on the brand, do not truly backup Windows 95. If your system
crashes, a full restore can be very difficult, if not impossible.

2.

Although recommended, 4 Mb RAM running on a 386 machine is not fast enough to run
Windows 95 efficiently. You should consider at least a 486 machine with 8 Mb RAM or higher.

3.

If you install Windows 95 using the safe option to test your old programs for compatibility, and
then decide to go back to your original operating system, it is difficult to remove Windows 95 from
your hardware.

